Introduced by the Council President at the request of the Mayor.  

ORDINANCE 2005-1380

ORDINANCE CONCERNING SIGN, AMENDING CHAPTER 656, ORDINANCE CODE; ESTABLISHING A NEW SECTION 656.1337, ORDINANCE CODE, CREATING A STADIUM SIGN OVERLAY ZONE AND PERMITTED SIGNS THEREIN; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.   

WHEREAS, sponsorship advertising is critical to a successful National Football League franchise in the City of Jacksonville; and 

WHEREAS, such sponsorship advertising is often located outside of NFL stadiums; and 

WHEREAS, the City, in adopting Subpart B to Chapter 656, Ordinance Code, created a Downtown Sign Overlay Zone and established signs permitted therein; and 

WHEREAS, while the size, type and number of signs allowed within the Downtown Sign Overlay Zone are suitable for the downtown area as a whole, they are unduly restrictive when applied to a structure and area the size of Alltel Stadium; and 

WHEREAS, the parking areas, streets and other public uses create buffers which help to minimize the impact of signs in the stadium area; and  

WHEREAS, the City Council in adopting Ordinance 93-1477-452 approved a lease between the City of Jacksonville and Touchdown Jacksonville, Ltd., which waived provisions of the City’s sign regulations with respect to certain locations at the stadium; now therefore

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:

Section 1.  There is hereby created a new section 656.1337 (Stadium Sign Overlay Zone), Ordinance Code, to read as follows:

CHAPTER 656.  ZONING CODE

*  *  *

PART 13. SIGN REGULATIONS.

*  *  *
Sec. 656.1337.  Stadium Sign Overlay Zone.

(a)
There is hereby created within the Downtown Sign Overlay Zone a Stadium Sign Overlay Zone, which shall consist of all land within the boundaries beginning at the intersection of the northerly right-of-way line of Gator Bowl Boulevard and the easterly right-of-way line of Georgia Street; thence run northerly along the easterly right-of-way line of Georgia Street to the southerly right-of-way line of Duval Street, thence run easterly along the southerly right-of-way line of Duval Street to the easterly right-of-way line of Franklin Street; thence run northerly along the easterly right-of-way line of Franklin Street to the southerly right-of-way line of Beaver Street; thence easterly along the southerly right-of-way line of Beaver Street to the westerly right-of-way line of Haines Street; thence run southerly along the westerly right-of-way line of Haines Street to its intersection with Gator Bowl Boulevard; thence run southerly and westerly along the westerly and northerly right-of-way lines of Gator Bowl Boulevard to the point of beginning.  

(b)
In addition to signs located above the main east and west entrances to the stadium and on the back side of the north and south end zone scoreboards which are existing as of the effective date of this ordinance, the following additional signs shall be permitted within the stadium overlay zone, subject to the restrictions and limitations set forth below:

(1) Entertainment Zone signage not exceeding: ____________________. For purposes of this subsection the Entertainment Zone shall be defined as the fenced area located between the south end of Alltel Stadium and Gator Bowl Boulevard.  

(2) Escalator signage not exceeding two banner signs on each escalator, not exceeding _____ square feet per sign. For purposes of this subsection, Escalator Signage shall be defined as signs located on the four exterior escalators at each corner of the stadium.  

(3) Practice Field Signage not exceeding _______________________. For purposes of this subsection, Practice Field Signage shall mean signs on the exterior of the fenced area east of Franklin Street and south of Beaver Street containing football practice fields.

(4) Signs allowed under this section shall not include any off-site sign as that term as defined in Section 656.1302(l) or any off-site commercial billboard, as that term is defined in Section 23.02 of the Charter of the City of Jacksonville.  

(5) Signs permitted under this section shall not include advertising for alcohol, tobacco or gambling.  
Section 2.

Effective Date.  This ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature.  

Form Approved:

     /s/ Tracey I. Arpen, Jr.__________ 

Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:  Tracey I. Arpen, Jr.
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